
A FOR AND AGAINST ESSAY 

Una redacción de pros y contras presenta los dos lados de una discusión, a favor y en contra, 

apoyando al final uno de los dos lados. 

The advantages and disadvantages of computer games 

Introduction: States the issue (Expone el tema). 

If you ask teenagers about the negative effects of computer games, most will deny there´s a 

problem. However, many psychologists say that teenager bahaviour is influenced by the long 

hours they spend playing computer games. 

Body: Presents arguments for and against, giving examples. (Presenta los argumentos a favor y 

en contra con ejemplos) 

Although not all computer games are violent,  about 85% of all them are. Many educators 

believe that teenagers who spend all their time playing computer games find it difficult to 

distinguish between fantasy and reality. In addition, they don´t know how to react in social 

situations because they spend little time with friends. 

On the other hand, teenagers claim that computer games help them relax after a long day at 

school. They say that these games are exciting and are cheap and entertaining. It is a fact that 

some games are educational and teach players to focus, concéntrate and solve problems. 

Conclusion: Sums up the topic; states the writer´s opinion. (Resume el tema y expone la opinión 

del que escribe) 

From my point of view, computer games are a problema. If I were a parent, I would limit the 

amount of time my children played these games. 

 

Como organizar la redacción. Sigue los siguientes pasos: 

1º Prepara una lista de todas las ventajas y desventajas que se te ocurran y después selecciona 

las que quieres exponer en la redacción. 

2º Organiza tus ideas en párrafos, utilizando el modelo de arriba. 

3º Utiliza conectores de contraste para presentar tus argumentos. 

4º Lee una o dos veces lo escrito para corregir errores gramaticales, de vocabulario y de 

ortografía. 

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 

Personally, I think …  In addition, 

It´s a fact that…   Moreover, 

It´s ture that…   Firstly,… 

On the one hand,…  Secondly,… 

On the other hand,…  Finally… 

In contrast,…   To sum up,… 



Should Smoking Be banned in Public Places? 

In the last twenty years many countries in Europe have banned smoking in public places. This is 

an issue which most people have clear opinions about. 

On the one hand, smokets are furious. They feel the ban affects their personal liberty. They say 

that they have the right to smoe wherever they want. Furthermore, they claim that smoking is 

no more dangerous than drinking. 

On the other hand, most non-smokers are very pleased. They are happy that they can eat in 

restaurants without breathing in smoke. Moreover, docotrs say this law will improve everyone´s 

health. 

Personally, I think the law is a good thing. Smokers who want to smoke can take their cigarettes 

outside! 

The sun: the energy of the future? 

It is well-known that the sun could be the perfect source of energy. It generates 10,000 times 

more energy than we need and it will also be available for another six billion years! 

Solar-energy systems are now installed in many new buildings. They provide electricity for both 

running electronic devices and heating water. As a result, this alternative source of energy allows 

owners to save money. 

However, this energy has some disadvantages. Solar energy is neither completely clean, nor is it 

easy to store. The chemical process that is used to make solar panels and batteries produces 

pollution. Furthermore, these batteries don´t absorb and store the energy for very long. 

To sum up, although solar power is not perfect, in the long run, I think we will all benefit from a 

natural resource that stops our dependence on petrol and nuclear power. 

 

Should university edcuation be free? Discuss 

It is clear that society needs people with university degrees. Nevertheless, higher education is 

expensive and some people believe the government should pay for it. There are arguments for 

and against this idea. 

One of the arguments for free university education is that university courses can be very 

expensive. For instance, becoming a doctor can cost thousands of pounds. In addition, it is 

claimed that if local universities are too expensive students might go abroad and not return. 

Consequently the country will lose valuable work force and the economy will suffer. 

However, there are also arguments against the idea. For example, some people in society are 

quite wealthy and can afford fees. People also say there are too many unemployed graduates 

and that the government should encourage more young people to consider vocational careers. 

On balance, I do not think university should be free for everyone because that money is needed 

for other things. However, the government should support poorer students who deserve the 

chance. 

 

 



Expresiones útiles. 

 Como introducir el tema: 

Some / Many people think / believe / consider (that) … However, others… 

It is thought / beleived / claimed that… 

 Como añadir ideas: 

Furthermore,… /Moreover, …  

In addition to this,… (Estos tres conectores van siempre después de punto, y delante de coma). 

 Hablar de razones y resultados: 

On result / effect if this is that… 

Because of / As a result of this, …  

Consequently,… 

… because  

 Contrastar ideas: 

On the one hand,… . On the other hand,… 

One advantage of… is…     One disadvantage of… is 

However,… / Nevertheless,… 

 Exponer ejemplos: 

For example,   For instance,  

An example of this is… 

 Hacer recomendaciones o sugerencias: 

…should (not)… 

(Noun + -ing) would perhaps be a better solution / alternative. 

 Expresar tu opinión: 

 

  Personally,… 

  In my opinion,… 

  I believe that… 

  My own view is that… 

 

 

 

 


