
THE USE OF GERUND AND INFINITIVE. 

A. Infinitive + to 

 

1. Verbs + to +infinitive: Afford, agree, appear, bother, care, claim, decide, fail, hope, 

learn, manage, offer, prepare, pretend, promise, propose, refuse, seek, seem, 

want, need. etc. 

 

             “I can´t afford to waste any more time.” 

             “He has decided to give up smoking.” 

 

2. Be +adjective+ to+ infinitive: Amazed, afraid, ansious, ashamed, careful, happy, 

proud, surprised… 

 

              “We´re happy to see you here.” 

              “We were pleased to receive the letter.” 

 

3. For purpose.  

               

             “I´m here to help you.” 

             “ They went to the countryside to rest.”  

             “You must study to get good results in your exams.” 

 

B. Gerund. 

 

1. Verb + gerund: Enjoy, fancy, discuss, like, don´t mind, suggest, recommend, keep, 

avoid, consider, miss, delay, keep, risk, save, postpone, finish, involve. 

  

                “ I avoid going to the dentist.” 

                “ I miss taking walks in the morning.” 

                “ We finished cooking at 5pm.” 

 

2. Preposition + Gerund: on, after, before, at, in etc. 

 

                “I will call you after arriving at the office.” 

                “ Please, have a drink before leaving.” 

                “ I´m looking forward to meeting you.” 

                “Do you object to working late?” 

                “Tara always dreams about going on holiday. 

 

3. Gerund as the subject of a sentence. 

 

                “Cycling is fun.” 

                “Getting a good job is not easy.” 

                “Driving becomes more and more expensive.” 

 

 

 



C. Infinitive without to.  

 

1. After modal auxiliary verbs: can, must, would, could, needn´t. 

 

             “ I could swim when I was 5 years old.” 

             “ You should get up early on Mondays.” 

 

2. After the following verbs: Let, make, help. 

                     “Let me help you with the ironing.” 

                    “My parents made me tidy my room every week.” 

                    “Susan helped me carry the  shopping bags to my flat.” 

3. After the following structures. 

 

- Had better: You´d better clean up your room” (Será mejor que…) 

- Would rather: Susan would rather study for her exam tomorrow (Preferiría 

estudar…) 

- Why not: Why not ask your neighbour for help? (¿Por qué no pedimos 

ayuda…) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


